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Visitors General Information  
 

 

 

About Neotropica  

 

The Fundación Neotrópica is a non-profit Costa Rican organization (NGO), 

dedicated since 1985 to promote activities that affect the economic and 

environmental assessment of natural resources and the fair and equitable sharing 

of environmental goods and services. 

Our mission is to promote social consensus and self-management within the 

communities we work with, for the conservation and equitable sharing of the benefits 

generated by natural resources.  To move toward this, we have taken action in areas 

such as natural resource management, environmental education programs, applied 

research, training and technical assistance to small entrepreneurs, farmers, 

companies, indigenous communities and local producers in areas adjacent to 

protected areas in Costa Rica. 
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CEEC-AWT Field Station  

The CEEC - AWT station was founded in 1993 under the name “Centro Juvenil 

Tropical” (Tropical Youth Center). It was founded in 

order to implement a process of environmental 

education to help preserve and diffuse the importance 

of the biodiversity that resides in the Osa Peninsula, this 

being one of the places with the highest density and 

variety of species in the world. 

Today, with the objective to reinforce and renew the 

mission of the foundation, the CEEC - AWT station is in 

a process in which the goal is to become a center of 

education and training related to the communities in the Osa Peninsula. This 

conducted in such manner that a joint effort between the foundation and the local 

population is established, and that the residents will be in charge of their own 

development. 

Also, the CEEC - AWT strives to spread the biological 

importance of the Osa Peninsula through visits to its 

facilities for students and researchers from abroad, 

thus promoting a healthy integration between local 

culture and that of the visitors, hence facilitating an 

ambience of tolerance and mutual learning which 

fortifies the capacity of each individual 

 

Facilities  

 Dorm Style Rooms with capacity for up to 24 

people:  All the rooms are equipped with private 

bathroom, linen, fans and closet. Rooms have 

capacity up to 4 people accommodate in bunk 

beds.  However, researchers and volunteers will 

be accommodate in single or double room 

depending on occupancy and availability.  
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 Meeting room:  capacity up to for 40 people. 

They are equipped with work tables, screen, 

video beam and AC.  

 Wireless Internet: We offer wireless internet, 

however, for been located in a remote area, the 

service is not reliable all the time, unexpected 

mal function can occur because weather 

conditions or other. 

 Dining area and meal services:   We offer meal 

service served for groups of 5 people or more.  

For individual researchers, we offer meal service 

for breakfast and lunch at the dining area.  

Dinner will be prepared for Neotropica staff and 

the researcher will have to reheat and self 

themselves the meal.  Also, on Sunday the 

researcher will need to cook their own food, for 

that we will provide a key to the kitchen where 

he/she can use the cooking utensils and keep 

his/her food on the fridge.  

 Laundry service is available for an extra fee. 

 Heliconia Trail. 

 Library. 

 

 

 

Other services 

 

Transportation: We can arrange transportation around the area according to the 

needs of the researcher. Transportation needs to be 

booked with at least 48 hours on advanced.  

 

Educational, ecotourism and cultural trips:   Once you 

are in Osa you can take an extra time to visit some of 

the ecotourism  and rural based projects,  where  you 

will learn about the biodiversity and Costa Rican 

culture through a unique experiences managed by the 

community.  Ask about our responsible tourism 

programs.  
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Rates 

Special rate for long term stays (more than 2 weeks)  

Includes:  Lodging, two served meals a day and one self-served meal, taxes.  Pick 

up to the bus station on the arriving day, Wi-Fi, use of the facilities and guidance 

with general information during your stay.   

 

Special considerations:  

 We are in a remote area,  health services are located within 45 minutes, in 

case of emergency we will take you to the hospital, but is important to bring  

an insurance policy from your country  or if you prefer we can  help you to get 

a local insurance with National Company of Costa Rica.   

 At CEEC, we can accommodate dietary restrictions, but please let us know 

ahead in order to be prepared.  

 Please read the attached Manual with more recommendations to visit the Osa 

Peninsula and CEEC Station.    

 We would like to have a digital and hard copy of the research once is finished, 

in order to include in our library and web page.  We will published in 

accordance with intellectual property law.  

 

Inter-institutional Agreements 

Fundación Neotropica is working with national universities (UCR, UNA and ITCR) 

developing possibilities for studies and research about the Osa Peninsula region. 

For these purposes, Neotrópica has signed agreements to establish different 

projects: 

 UCR: Interdisciplinary Research Laboratory of the Golfo Dulce and Osa 

Peninsula 

 UNA-OVSICORI : Digital Seismic Station for the Osa Peninsula 

 ITCR: Water Lab Project  
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Location  

El CEEC- AWT  se ubica en el Área de Conservación  Osa en la zona sur del país,  

abarcando la Península de Osa,  llamado por National Geographic, como “uno de 

los lugares con mayor intensidad biológica en el 

mundo”, cuenta con una muestra  de lo más 

representativo de la riqueza ecológica del país con un 

valor científico para la investigación.   

The CEEC- AWT is located in the south of the country, 

on the Osa Peninsula, recognized by National 

Geographic as “one of the most biologically intense 

places on earth”.  It has a sample of the most 

representative of the biodiversity of the country, which 

provides scientific research value. 

 

It is estimated that the Osa Peninsula has 375 bird 

species of which 18 are endemic, 124 species of 

terrestrial mammals (58 are bats), 61 species of 

freshwater fish, approximately 8,000 species of insects, 

71 species of reptiles and 46 amphibian species. The 

species recorded in this area represent between 30% 

and 50% of the known species in Costa Rica 

(Government of Costa Rica, 2003). 

 

CEEC is located close to several natural protected 

areas that belong to the National System of 

Conservations Areas: 

 Golfo Dulce Forest Reserve:  The 80% of CEEC 

property belongs to this reserve.  

 Corcovado National Park  

 Piedras Blancas National Park 

 Caño Island 

 Ngöbe Indigenous Reserve 

 Communities nearby: El Campo, Rancho Quemado, La Palma, Puerto 

Escondido, Bahía Chal, Mogos 
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Please take note that is necessary a scientific Passport to take samples on Natural 

Protected Areas. This permit is given by the Ministry of Environment, you can check 

for more information here:  Scientific Passport ACOSA or ask us for more 

information.  

 

What set us apart?  

Neotropica has more than 30 years of experience in Environmental and Sustainable 

Development work. Over the years we have strengthen the relation with the 

surrounding communities and built social capital that assures sustainability to our 

programs.    Additionally,    we have extraordinary technical and professional team 

with the expertise to help you through your visit and research process.   

The proceeds of educational activities supports Fundación Neotropica´s work and of 

its Centers for Studies and Community Empowerment to improve the community 

conservation options and the social wellbeing of the region that you are visiting. 

 

Contact information  

For further information please contact Natalia Cordero or Ignacio Escorriola at 

ncordero@neotropica.org, jescorriola@neotropica.org or visit our web page: 

www.neotropica.org 

 

 

http://www.lagamba.at/uploads/media/Requisitos_para_soliciar_permisos_de_investigaci%C3%B3n_ACOSA.pdf
mailto:@neotropica.org
mailto:jescorriola@neotropica.org
http://www.neotropica.org/

